AFTERMATH OF THE WAR

the Democrats should refuse this help, he stated that It was not the
first time in the history of the world or Iran that a revolutionary move-
ment had been aided by a foreign Power. To add weight to this
argument Pishevari cited the example of early Iranian constitutional-
ists who had received aid from Britain and pointed out the assistance
given by France to the American Revolution.5 On the other hand,
Tudeh's leader Iraj Iskandari, bluntly declared in ihe spring of 1946:

Russia extended its help to us, but Britain opposed the Tudeh Part\ and
went even further by actively supporting reactionaries. ... So long as die
Russians are not harming our country we refuse to believe rumors o:
Soviet domination of Iran. Their only interference came when the leac-
tionary central government tried to send troops to quell ihe mo\ eraen:.
This [Russian] interference was applauded by all anxious to see popular
progressive movements grow.6

Simultaneously with the events in Tabriz a Kurdish uprising took
place in western Azerbaijan. On December 15. 1945, a number of
leaders of the Kurdish Democrat party met in the presence of boviet
officers at Mahabad and proclaimed a Kurdish People's Republic. In
January, 1946, Qazi Mohammed, chief of Mahabad, was elected to
the presidency of the Republic. Among the members of the new go\-
ernment were his cousin Seif Qazi and Mulla Mustafa, a rebellious
chief from Iraq. Five Kurdish chieftains received the title of marshal
and were given Soviet uniforms. The Kurdish Republic sent ob-
servers to the Azerbaijan parliament but insisted on separate identity
from the revolutionary government in Tabriz. Following the negotia-
tions among Pishevari, Qazi Mohammed, and the Soviet representa-
tives, a treaty -was signed on April 23, 1946, between the Kurdish and
Azerbaijan governments which provided for military alliance, fair
treatment of minorities, exchange of diplomatic missions, and com-
mon diplomatic action toward the Teheran government.7

Thus the Kurdish uprising completed the separation of the whole
province of Azerbaijan from the control of Teheran authorities. It

s This information is based on information given to the author personally by
Professor T. C. Young. It is confirmed by the Washingzox Post, Dec. 12, 1945.

*Xew York Times, April 12, 1946.

7 For a fuller description of the Kurdish-Azerbaijani relations see Archie Roose-
velt, Jr., the "Kurdish Republic of Mahabad," Middle East Journal, July, 1947,